Samskrita-Ganga floods USA

When three and a half year old Keshav Rangan amengethree year old Karnam
Rameshwar Rao stayed for 4 days in a residentmpda Edison New Jersey, there was
only one motive that brought them together— thakeafning, speaking, and preserving
Sanskrit. While the residential Sanskrit cadgahnavii-2007marked the culmination of
a series of activities that Samskrita-Bharati US#ated in summer this year, it has also
triggered an expansive list of actions for the reeat distant future.

For Samskrita-Bharati USA, the non-profit voluntasgganization that spearheads the
“SpeakSanskrit” movement, summer activities comrednwith workshops in Florida
and Chicago. The end of June s@twaddhaa-2007the first four- day spoken Sanskrit
residential camp exclusively for teenagers, taught Indian-American youth and
conducted at Arsha Vidya Gurukulam in Pennsylvamarticipant feedback was so
overwhelmingly positive that Samskrita-Bharati iswnconsidering organizing similar
weeklong camps in both the eastern and westerniscofige United States next year.

Among other activities held in July, a new projeatled Campus Samskritam Network
was launched on the auspicious day of Guru Poorn8aaskrit enthusiasts and groups
from MIT, University of Maryland, Purdue and Starddave collaborated and launched
a webzine nameW®ishvavani Mythili Vutukuru, one of the coordinators explaithat
they plan to not only strengthen the existing geop various campuses, but to also
actively engage additional university campusesainigipating in such activities.

A two-day national meeting of Samskrita-Bharatiwmdkers was held August 18-19 in
Seattle. At this meeting, six main centers of 8anactivity in the United States were
identified — San Jose, Fremont, Seattle, PittshuBgiston and the greater Washington
metropolitan area. Additionally, nine locations wedentified as having immediate
growth potential based on volunteer presence amdertu activities. The national
conclave was followed by a 10-day US tour by Sra@hb Krishna Shastry (one of the
founders of Samskrita-Bharati) and Sowmya Joisafitist American-born youngster to
volunteer full time for Samskrita-Bharati. Theiutoencompassed various meetings and
Vishva-Samskrita-Dinam(World Sanskrit Day) programs in numerous citiesjuding
Seattle, San Jose, Los Angeles, Houston and Austin.

Finally, the last holiday weekend of summer brougbgether a record number of
participants (117) and teachers (10) who attendedhnavii-2007 says Vidya
Ramanathan, joint coordinator for the annual SaitasBharati residential family camp.
Camp this year was held August 31 to Sep 3 in EBdiSew Jersey. For four days the
participants engaged in a variety of activitielittending classes, listening to talks,
contributing to discussions, playing outdoor gamgmrticipating in campfire
celebrations, and an indoor game of jeopardy —y#vie)g conducted in Sanskrit.
Whether it was meal time or break time, conversatifbowed freely in the Sanskrit. A
brief visit to this camp was sufficient to convintlee most ardent skeptics that the
language that they have dubbed as “dead” is agtaalbn upward trajectory of revival.



Diversity at the camp was evident everywhere -peoppresenting different regions of
the United States and Canada, people who spokesdivadian languages at home,
people of non-Indian origin, people representingedaprofessions, and as alluded to in
the beginning, people of all ages. As evident fmmmitments made to speak Sanskrit
and promote its revival, it is obvious thd@ahnavii (another name for Ganga) has
become another fountainhead for Sanskrit revival!

1) Resources

Samskrita-Bharati website : www.samskrita-bharati.org
Shraddhaa website: www.speaksanskrit.org/shraddhaa
Campus Samskritam website: www.speaksanskrit.org/campus
Jaahnavii website: www.jaahnavii2007.org

High-res Pictures from Jaahnavii Contact us for nore

2) Statistics from Jaahnavii 2007

Teachers areawise:

India-1; Canada -1 ; MA-2; MD- 1;NC-1; CAl- TOTAL-10

( Among the teachers, the “BalagaNa” was taught byja/a 9" grader and the
“KishoragaNa” by Kartik Shastry a T2yrader)

Participants areawise
Canada-1; MA-30;CT—-1;NH-4;NY-10;N38; PA-15; MD-8; VA-2;
WA -8 ; TOTAL — 117

Participants groupwise:

Adults and/or working : 67
University students: 13
High School students/teenagers: 14
Ages 12 and below: 23
TOTAL 117

3) Contacts

a) Media Liaisons:

Arun Sankar (240-338-8525) arun@speaksanskrit.org
Jyotsna Kalavar jmkalavar@gmail.com
b) East Coast Co-ordinator and Jaahnavii
camp joint coordinatorGiri Bharathan gbharathan@yahoo.com
c) West coast Co-ordinatoGovinda Y govinda_yelagalawadi@yahoo.com/
d) Jaahnavii Camp joint coordinatdfidya R imarch4th@yahoo.com

e) Campus Samskritam joint cooMythili V mythili@mit.edu
f) SB-USA full time volunteer and Shraddhaa
camp coordinatoBowmya Joisa sowmya@speaksanskrit.org




Inaugural session: Sowmya Joisa, Shri Chamu Kri§iestry and Swami Tattvavidananda

Introducing the teachers

Friday - Game Time



Camp Fire

Presentation

Saturday — Games again



One of the classes in progress

One of the skits during the entertainment progratmsght

From the Sanskrit-Jeopardy Competition



GROUP PICTURE — CAMP JAAHNAVII 2007



