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DIOgTESSIVe seriestoffagticlest

Church Attendance

by Wayne Van Gelderen, Sr.

“Not forsaking the assembling of your-
selves together, as the manner of some is:
but exhorting one another; and so much
the more as ye see the day approaching.”

Here is an exhortation that increases
in importance as we near the com-
ing of the Lord. It points up the need to
be with God’s people under Bible
preaching in a local church. The infer-
ence is that already there were those in
apostolic times who did not attend
faithfully. This was important in that
early chruch where an alien culture was
their enemy. This has also been true in
the churches that were behind the Iron
Curtain. To survive spiritually, they had
to meet often.

What about us? We live in a con-
fused society with the voices of those
claiming to be biblical increasing and
multiplying, but wandermg from the
truth. This confusion is noisy and ram-

pant. To stay straight and have discern-
ment requires Blbie study. We need to
be in a church that teaches the whole
counsel of God and stands for some-
thing.

This phrase - “so much the more as
ye see the day approaching” infers that
the world conditions will worsen and
that the pressures on Bible believers
will increase. Remember what the
Savmt said to the Philadelphian church

Hold fast that which thou hast.” It is

ortant that strong testimonies exist.

erwise, we could lose our children,
lose the soulwinning zeal we used to
have, and then lose our testimony.

Let’s hang on and move forward.
The day is approaching! We need to be
more diligent and earnest than we ever

have been before! AR
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