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Saturday, June 20th, 2009 
4:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

 

Dianne  
Kurschner's Home:  
6384 - 20th Avenue South 
Lino Lakes, 
MN  55038   
(651) 653-5798 
 
Leashed Boxers  
Welcome! 

Pot Luck Dinner 
with the main 
course provided 
by the Club!   
 
Please bring a side-dish or des-
sert to share.  Plates, flatware & 
bottles of water provided by the 
Board. 
If you have any questions feel 
free to contact the Event Organ-
izer: Diane Kurschner (See Page 8)  
Cost for Non-Members: $5.00  
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2009 Renaissance  
Festival; Pet Fest  
 

September 12 & 13, 2009 
from 9 am – 7pm  

 The Club will be part 
of this event.  If you would like 
to volunteer to work this event 
with  your Boxer & gain free 
admission to the festival, 
please contact the event co-
ordinator, Tracey Videen, 
(see page 8)  This is also Irish 
Heritage Weekend!�

Please Welcome our 
Newest members:  
 
·  Steve Cashman & Rebecca 
Hauptman;  
Ham Lake, MN 
·  Ryan Dahn & Krista 
Saenger;  
Hastings, MN 
·  Jennifer Hensley;  
Coon Rapids, MN 
·  Kate Tavakley;  
Burnsville, MN 
·  Jane & Aritta Tazekaar;  
Rosemont, MN 
·  Dawn Thompson; 
Vallejo, CA 
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boxer does not meet the American Boxer Club's 
standard. The members code of ethics states 
that it is a infraction to register with the American 
Kennel Club a boxer of any color not allowed by 
the Standard. 
8. White boxers should be spayed/neutered. 
9. White boxers have the same temperament 
and personality as colored boxers. 
10. Check boxers are whites that have spots of 
fawn or brindle on them. 

1. White boxers are not rare. 
2. Approximately 25 percent of all boxers born 
are white. 
3. White boxers are not albinos. 
4. White boxers can sunburn easy. 
5. White boxers can be deaf and sometimes 
blind. 
6. Some people have argued that whites are 
sicker and have more cancer but this has never 
been proven. 
7. White boxers can be registered BUT the white 
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Schnauzers is a dominant trait - a dog that has even one 
copy of the gene will be black, so a non-black dog could 
not be carrying, hidden, the gene. Since black Boxers 
were unheard of for 75 years after the Schnauzer-Bulldog 
cross, until the recent resurgence in the US non-show 
population, it's obvious that the trait has not been passed 
down for generations. While mutation is a possibility, the 
odds of it are enormously high - and the odds of it hap-
pening in several separate breeding populations are as-
tronomical - enough so that we can safely rule out muta-
tion for the majority of black Boxers out there. The only 
viable option, then, is the genetic influence of another 
breed.  
 There have been claims of a recessive black coat 
color gene in Boxers, but those making the claim also 
state that recessive black is lethal in Boxers. This means 
that a puppy with two copies of the recessive gene for 
black coat color will not survive. However, there is no 
documentation to support this theory, and it has been 
discounted by the Boxer breeder-geneticists that we 
know. In light of this, we are unable to give it credence 
here.  
 We must also question the ethics of those breed-
ing black Boxers. Even with the false assumption that 
these are truly pure-bred Boxers, there are other factors 
to consider. The first, and most obvious, is that the AKC 
does not have a color code for a black coat in Boxers. 
That means that any AKC-registered black Boxer is actu-
ally registered as a brindle or, occasionally, the lamenta-
ble "black white and tan" (a code that has no business on 
Boxer registrations, as it describes the coloring of a Fox-
hound. Thus, either the breeders are falsifying informa-
tion with the AKC, or they are freely admitting that the 
dogs have fawn (tan) on them and so are not black Box-
ers. Why they then continue to advertise their dogs as 
black - often "rare black" - is incomprehensible.  
 The other less obvious consideration is that the 
breed standard disqualifies Boxers that are any color 
other than fawn or brindle. So these breeders are pur-
posely breeding disqualifications. While there is nothing 
at all wrong with owning a dog that has a breed disqualifi-
cation, it is another matter entirely to breed them. (See 
our Standard Schmandard article for more information on 
the importance of breeding to the standard.) If these dogs 
are truly brindles, as they are registered, then we go back 
to the standard, which states that fawn must clearly show 
through any brindle striping. If no fawn is visible to a 
judge, the dog will be either excused or disqualified from 
competition, even if it is genetically a brindle. (We have 
yet to hear of any person breeding black Boxers that has 
even considered exhibiting their dogs in the conformation 
ring, much less actually done so, however.) So again, 
these breeders are ignoring the standard and the welfare 
of the breed, in favor of some other motivation known 
only to them (and, perhaps, their checkbooks?).   
 Con’t Page 6 

 More and more frequently we have been seeing 
ads for, getting questions about, and hearing from people 
who have purchased black Boxers. Sometimes this is just a 
simple misunderstanding - the dogs are actually very heav-
ily striped brindles, which some people call "black brindles" 
and mistakenly shorten to "black". All too often, however, 
the dogs are touted as being solid black (with or without 
white markings). The problem with this, of course, is that 
the Boxer simply does not carry the gene for a black coat 
color. One would think this would be the end of the discus-
sion, but sadly there are still those who insist they have 
purebred, pure black Boxers.  
 Our essay on Coat Color & Marking Pattern Inheri-
tance discusses Boxer coat color genetics a bit more in-
depth. To quickly summarize, all Boxers have a fawn base 
coat color; convention is to call brindle a coat color, but it is 
really a marking pattern of black stripes covering the fawn. 
This fawn coat color is recessive to solid black - if a dog 
has one copy of the gene for black coat color, it will be 
black. In over 100 years of recorded Boxer breedings, the 
only time a solid black coat has appeared was in a handful 
of dogs descended from a cross between a Bulldog and a 
Schnauzer.  
 Frau Stockmann, widely considered the mother of 
the breed, discusses these black dogs in her book, My Life 
With Boxers:  Lore von Eisleben, the granddam of both 
black Boxer bitches, had been a Bulldog bitch. During an 
exhibition she came into season and was accidentally bred 
by a Schnauzer. Even the breeder would not deny that.... I 
met black Boxers through their originator, Mr. Schachtner. 
He had bred them well, but knew little about good sports-
manship and stirred up opposition just by his personality. 
The extinction of black Boxers has to be laid at his feet.  

Ironically, those who claim to be breeding solid black Box-
ers often use Frau Stockmann's writings as "proof" that 
there is such a thing. As is evident, however, Stockmann 
makes it quite clear that the black dogs were not purebred 
Boxers, that the coloring came from another breed, and 
that they were quickly eliminated from the Boxer gene pool. 
At that time in Germany, the Munich Boxer Club strictly 
controlled the breeding of Boxers. A dog had to meet con-
formation and working standards before it could be bred. In 
1925, the standard was changed so that a black coat was 
no longer an accepted color in Boxers. The Munich Boxer 
Club did not want black Boxers, so they did not allow them 
to be bred. It's possible, though unlikely at that time, that 
some "unapproved" breeding went on - but these dogs 
would not have been registered with the Boxer Club, so 
would not have been part of the gene pool that has come 
down to us today.  
 The question, then, is this: If the original black col-
oring came from a Schnauzer, and black Boxers from this 
cross became extinct in the early 1900s, what breed is re-
sponsible for the black coat color this time? (Not surpris-
ingly, not a single breeder of "black Boxers" has been able 
- willing? - to answer that question when asked.) Black in 
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show their dogs, and don't seek out objective evaluations 
of them from other breed experts); choose the dog that 
best complements the bitch (these breeders invariably 
have one stud dog and a number of bitches who are all 
bred to him, usually repeatedly); and health screen all 
breeding stock for genetic diseases (a list of appropriate 
health testing can be found at the American Boxer Club  

Last, but most certainly not least, there is the overall is-
sue of responsible breeding. Ignoring for the moment the 
questionable ethics of these black Boxer breeders, we 
have yet to come across even one who follows the basic 
tenets of responsible breeding: breed only to improve the 
breed (you can't do that with disqualifications); know your 
bitch's strengths and weaknesses (these breeders don't 
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Boxers and Acepromazine New Warning About an Old Drug 
by Jennifer Walker 
ABC Health & Research Committee 
 
Acepromazine (acepromazine maleate, acetylpromazine,  
ACE, ACP) is commonly used in veterinary medicine as a 
tranquilizer or pre-anesthetic agent. In 1996, the University 
of California at Davis issued a memo describing three Box-
ers suffering adverse reactions to acepromazine 
(respiratory arrest in one, and severe decreased heart rate 
in two), and suggesting that the drug be avoided in the 
Boxer breed. This memo confirmed anecdotal reports 
which had been circulating for years in various countries; a 
discussion on the Veterinary Information Network in April of 
1996 included long acknowledgment of the breed’s sensi-
tivity by vets in the US, Canada, the UK, Australia, and 
Greece. Many veterinarians took notice of the UCDavis 
memo, and veterinary textbooks and publications began to 
include information on the breed’s sensitivity to, and cau-
tions or recommendations for avoidance of, the drug in 
Boxers.  More than a decade later, however, some veteri-
narians still claim that they have never had a problem with 
acepromazine in Boxers, and a few insist on using it de-
spite their clients’ requests to avoid it. While it is true that 
not all Boxers will experience an adverse reaction, that is of 
little comfort to the owner who requested the drug not be 
used, gave in to the vet’s insistence that it was  safe, and 
lost their Boxer as a result. A common argument that vets 
use to refute the adverse effects of acepromazine in Boxers 
is that affected dogs must have an underlying heart condi-
tion. While this has never been studied, and may or may 
not be true, it is important to point out that in a breed that is 
prone to a heart condition which may not be detected ex-
cept by necropsy, there is simply no way for a vet to know if 

the dog to which he’s about to administer acepromazine 
has an underlying heart condition. Given some estimates 
that 50-80% of the breed is affected with ARVC, a vet 
who uses this rationale is taking quite a risk when he ad-
ministers acepromazine to any Boxer. Another justifica-
tion vets give for acepromazine use in Boxers is that they 
give a low dose, so the risk is reduced. However, there 
are reports of Boxers collapsing even after very small 
doses of acepromazine. Some vets give an anticholiner-
gic drug, such as atropine, in conjunction with acepro-
mazine; this protocol may help prevent the bradycardiac 
effects of the drug, but there have been anecdotal reports 
of adverse reactions in the breed even with this addition.  
 
Finally, there are some vets who dismiss concerns about 
acepromazine and Boxers as “Internet lore.” These vets 
should be referred to their veterinary drug handbook entry 
on acepromazine, as most if not all discuss the issues 
regarding Boxers and acepromazine. While a vet who has 
not experienced adverse effects with the drug in Boxers 
may be comfortable with its use, the owner is the primary 
patient advocate and their wishes should be respected. 
With the availability of other tranquilizers and preanethetic 
drugs which are as effective as acepromazine, a knowl-
edgeable Boxer owner is completely with his/her rights to 
insist the drug not be used on their dog, especially in light 
of the continued widespread veterinary caution against 
the use of the drug in the Boxer breed.* 
 
*A list of veterinary textbooks, reference books, and vet-
erinary organization websites which include cautions 
about use of the drug in the Boxer breed can be found at 
http://www.newcastleboxers.com/ace.html 
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The VCGL laboratory has just re-
leased a test for the genetic mutation 
associated with the development of 
arrhythmogenic right ventricular car-
diomyopathy in boxer dogs. 
 
You have two methods to submit 
samples of your dog's DNA for test-
ing: Blood Draw or Cheek Swabs . 
Both sample types are generally 
processed within about 1-2 weeks. 
 

Blood Draw:  One way to test your 
dog is to submit a small blood sam-
ple. Have your veterinarian or a vet-
erinary technician collect a small 
blood sample (0.5 - 1.5 mls is plenty!) 
into an EDTA tube. Most veterinary 
hospitals have these readily avail-
able. Mail the blood sample with 
completed DNA Submission Forms  
(see details in the white box at the 
right of this page). There are no spe-
cial shipping requirements.  

 
Cheek Swab(s):  Another way to test 
your dog is to use cheek swabs. No 
special training is required to collect a 
swab sample. Cheek swab samples 
are obtained by brushing the cells 
inside the dog's cheek with the swab. 
When you order a Test Kit from us, 
you will receive two swabs (per dog) 
and written instructions with photos 
that detail how to take this sample. 

www.vetmed.wsu.edu/deptsVCGL/Boxer/test.aspx 
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Boxer Rescue Coordinator  

 

Watch for your Next Boxer Briefs: July 2009! 


