Turned Birdhouses

Tutorial by Glen Ploeckelmann
Photos and text by Lynn Edwards

Getting started

This tutorial will show the steps needed to con®teto variations of a bird house. One
will be held from the top as an ornament. The othi#érbe freestanding on its own base.

Tools needed

3/8 or 1/2” fingernail ground spindle gouge
3/8 detail gouge

4 jaw chuck

1/16’ drill bit

1/8” drill bit

7/32” drill bit

1” Forstner drill bit

1 1/8” Forstner drill bit

Center punch or Awl

Chuck for drill bits

Electric drill

Shop built ¥4” screw chuck
Arbor Screw Chuck

Shop built 1” jam chuck

1/8” brass screw eye (optional)
CA glue

Wood selection

There are no rules on wood selection. Turning eadtgvill be stronger for the bottom
but is not required. Choosing contrasting woodarkdop-light bottom) is appealing but
certainly not required.

Turning the Roof

For a Birdhouse the size in this article, startveit2”-3” diameter blank mounted in a
chuck. Drill a 1 1/8” hole about %" deep. Deeperdcteeper pitched roof, more shallow
for shallower pitch




Turn the inside of roof so that 1/8”-1/16" of therbd hole remains. This will be where
the bottom is glued to the roof. After turning theide, the 1 1/8” bit can be used to
clean up the shoulder on the hole.

Drill a 7/32” hole %2"-3/8” deep. This is used fot/&# screw chuck later.

Turn the outside of the roof. Before parting of floof, sand. Notice the roof is
supported by the tailstock.

Using the 7/32” hole, the roof can now be mounied shop built screw chuck with ¥4
20 threads for finishing. If this is to be a fréargling birdhouse, this is the last step
before finishing.




If the birdhouse is to be suspended, a fasten8’ blass screw eye or similar item i.e.
wire loop, fishing line loop needs to be insertedhie top. See inserting a fastener.

Inserting a fastener

To insert a fastener, an Arbor Screw Chuck is usbd.screw chuck is available from
Craft Supply, part number 155-9201 for a No.1 Martmumber 155-9202 for a No.2
MT.

Mount the roof on the Arbor Screw Chuck.

Mount the roof in the lathe and slide the tail &témrward to mark the center of the roof
as a center punch would.



Once the center is marked, Drill the 1/16” holetfor 1/8” Brass screw eye. Other size
holes can be drilled for different fasteners.



