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The Northwoods Boxer Saturday, Convention Center, Hall C,

club will be at the 2009 Pet  February 21st, 2009, 1301 Second Avenue

Expo educating attendees ~ 9:00 am - 6:00 pm South, Minneapolis,
Sunday , MN 55403

|
about Boxers and our Club! February 22nd, 2009,

If you would like to volun- 9:00 . .

:00 am - 5:00 pm
teer for a shift, please con- J9|n us for a fU';‘
tact Tracey Videen at: Twin Cities Pet Expo filled weekend!
Tracey@PurpleToyLady.com www. TwinCitiesPetExpo.com

Or call: 763-566- v —~ :
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By Bob Shaw

bshaw@ pioneerpress.com
Posted: 12/30/2008 12:01:00
AM CST

Glen Kothe is jealous of his
dog.

The pooch was plagued for a
year with a cartilage tear in his
rear leg. Today, the dog seems
to be healed, thanks to contro-
versial stem cell treatments.

"| asked the vet, 'When you are
done with my dog, can you do
the same thing for me?' " Kothe
said.

The answer was no — proof
that in some ways, the Ameri-
can medical system is working
better for dogs than for hu-
mans.

Stem cell treatments for people
are mired in politics, religion
and a complicated approval
process. But there are no such
hurdles for animals.

For example, dogs can get a
vaccine for Lyme
disease. People can't.
Cattle have access to
reproductive technol-
ogy that childless
human couples don't.
"It is a little curious,"
said Jeffrey Kahn,
director of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota
Center for Bioethics.
"l guess there should
be some thought
about investing re-
sources to support
animal health without
supporting human
health. Why do ani-
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mals get better access to newer
treatments?"

The reason is that animal re-
search is easy and cheap. A
scientist seeking to develop a
new drug for animals can read-
ily find a large group to test
effectiveness, side effects and
proper dosing.

What if one of them gets hurt?
It's not even close to the legal
or moral nightmare of an injury
to a human.

"You have way more attorneys
representing humans than ani-
mals," said Dr. Wayne Scanlon,
the veterinarian who helped
Kothe's dog.

Kahn said there has been great
concern about harm done to
animals through animal testing.
But there are benefits from
being on science's cutting edge
— and animals often reap
them, he said.

He said the benefits also can
flow the other way — from peo-
ple to animals. Antibiotics, for
example, were available first for
humans and have trickled down
to animals.

Scanlon sometimes dabbles
with made-for-human products
when dealing with sick animals.
"I have called a doctor friend of
mine and said that | am having
no luck with a certain bacterial
infection in an animal," Scanlon
said. "We will try a human-
licensed product.”

Stem cells have been hailed as
nature's jack-of-all-trades, ca-
pable of morphing into nerves,
organs and other tissues. But
the cells were found in em-
bryos, and since the 1980s the
U.S. government has banned
embryonic stem cell research.

In 2003, a San Diego company
called VetStem began offering
stem cell treatments to horses.
The process doesn't involve
embryos. Instead, the company
is able to take a small piece of
an animal's fat — a good re-
pository for stem cells — and
isolate and concentrate the
cells.
Those cells then are injected
into the animal, both into the
bloodstream and the affected
area, such as an injured leg.
The cells seek out injured tis-
sue, according to Dr. Julie Ryan
Johnson, VetStem spokes-
woman.
"You are using your body's own
healing process," she said.
Last year, the company began
to offer treatment for dogs.
That's when Scanlon got in-
volved. Scanlon, owner of
White Bear Animal Hospital and
Otter Lake Animal Care Center
in Hugo, became one of four
veterinarians in the state certi-
fied to use the treatments.
In November, Scanlon exam-
ined Micah, the dog owned by
Glen and Sue Kothe. They own
Total Recall School for Dogs in
Hugo.
The dog required several sur-
geries last year "because of
some real bad luck and defec-
tive materials," Glen Kothe said.
The dog was in constant pain.
On Dec. 2, Scanlon removed
about two tablespoons of fat
from the dog's chest and
rushed it to VetStem. About 48
hours later, the concentrated
stem cells were back, and
Scanlon injected them into
Micah.
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On Dec. 2, Scanlon removed
about two tablespoons of fat
from the dog's chest and
rushed it to VetStem. About 48
hours later, the concentrated
stem cells were back, and
Scanlon injected them into
Micah.

Today, the Kothes are gushing
about the treatments.

"He is 10 years old and still an
athlete. He is looking great,"
Sue Kothe said.

Scanlon plans to wait at least a
month before calling the treat-
ments a success. "But the testi-
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monials and the research are
extremely exciting," he said.
He is bothered by the injustice
of Micah getting better medical
care than his owners.

"l do not understand why this
wouldn't work on people,"
Scanlon said. "It is ludicrous not
to work along the same lines."
In fact, Johnson said, human
trials for the technique are un-
der way. But it could take years
before the stem cell treatments
are widely available.

In the meantime, Scanlon said,
other countries easily could
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leapfrog the U.S.

"You will probably be able to go
down to Mexico and get it
done," he said.

If the treatments become avail-
able for humans, Scanlon
knows one willing customer.

"I have one knee that is barking
at me" from arthritis, he said. "I
would love to see some of my
own fat injected into my knee."

Bob Shaw can be reached at
651-228-5433

Photo from
2007 Bonfire
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Investigators: JR Coates, K Lindblad-
Toh, GS Johnson, GC Johnson, DP
O’Brien

Primary Contact Person:

Dr. Joan R. Coates
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Degenerative myelopathy is a disease of gression is identical to that seen in

the spinal cord causing progressive
paraparesis. Though most commonly
reported

in German Shep-

Department of Veterinary Medi-
cine and Surgery

379 E. Campus Dr., Clydesdale]
Hall

College of Veterinary Medicine
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211

Phone: 573-882-7821

FAX: 573-884-5444

Email: CoatesJ@missouri.edu

herds, high disease

as Cardigan and
Pembroke Welsh
Corgis, Rhodesian
Ridgebacks, and
Boxer dogs. The in-
creased risk in spe-

Funding Source:American
Boxer Charitable Foundation and the
American Kennel Club Canine Health
Foundation

Participating Breed Clubs: American
Boxer Club, Pembroke Welsh Corgi

a significant genetic
predisposition

and adds power to mapping any genetic
risk factors. The purpose of this proposal

is to map genes associated
with DM in the Boxer dog and other

prevalence also exists
in other breeds, such

cific breeds suggests

Club of America, Rhodesian Ridgeback breeds. We propose characterizing the

Club of the United States

We would like to thank you for partici-
pating in this research project. Your
involvement with this study is very
much appreciated

by the project investigators and partici-

phenotype in the Boxer dog using se-
guential

antemortem neurodiagnostic testing, and

neuropathology. A network of board-

the

Pembroke Welsh Corgi. Genome-
wide association mapping will be
performed to identify a genomic
locus associated

with DM in 50-100 affected and 50-
100 age-matched boxers using the
~20,000 SNP array. If as expected
the same phenotype

is seen in Boxers as in the Pembroke
Welsh Corgis and Rhodesian Ridge-
backs, disease haplotypes are likely
to

be shared between these breeds. We
will thus fine map using Boxers as
well as smaller numbers of affected
and control

Pembroke Welsh Corgis and Rhode-
sian Ridgebacks. We expect to nar-
row the region to contain only 1-2
genes. This project

will allow for more rapid develop-
ment of genetic research to identify
carrier and affected dogs of DM and
thus

certified veterinary neurologists has been eliminate the genotype of this late-
established to help diagnose dogs across onset disease from the population.

pating breed clubs. Our ultimate goal for the country. A small subset of 10 Boxer

this project is reduce the prevalence

dogs will be further characterized di-

of degenerative myelopathy (DM) in the rectly

Boxer and other breeds.
Abstract:
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by the principal investigator, to deter-

mine if the phenotype and clinical pro-

Early, accurate distinction of DM
from other neurological

disease will facilitate therapeutic
trials.
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By: Brendelwoman
Posted on

www.TeamSugar.com
on 09/19/2008

The Greatest American

Dog was a CBS show
that brought pet own-
ers and their dogs to-
gether to compete in a
variety of games and
challenges. The win-
ning team of Presley,
the boxer, and Travis,
his daddy, won a
$250,000 cash prize.

I only watched two epi-
sodes of this show but
| picked Presley to win
right from the start.
Here's some informa-
tion on the human and
dog duo that won the
competition.

Biography Travis, 29
Bartender

Originally from Perry,
Oklahoma, this farmer
grew up with all kinds

-&.

Ay Da Derjava (Java), owned by
Jodie Alwin, received her P1 Title in
September and BH Title in October.
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of animals, including
dogs (specifically
pointers). He received
a bachelor’s degree in
Agricultural Communi-
cations and Public Re-
lations (with a minor in
theater) from Okla-
homa State University.
After college, he
moved to Los Angeles
where he currently
works as a bartender
while pursuing an act-
ing career. He de-
scribes himself as
funny, tough, competi-
tive and sensitive. He
says that both he and
his dog, Presley, play
hard and sleep hard.
He is not a fan of dogs
in clothing/costumes.
As a Christian, Travis
has traveled to

is March 20, 1979.

PRESLEY

Presley loves to play
non-stop and his best
tricks involve visual
commands. Travis de-
scribes Presley as hy-
per, intelligent, affec-
tionate, ultra-friendly
and playful. He knows
how to shake, stay,
heel, lay, back up, kiss
and play keep-away on
command.

STATS ON PRESLEY:
Age: 1.5 years old
Breed: Boxer

Weight: 53 pounds
Color markings: Brin-
dle

Favorite toy: Bone
Best tricks: visual com-

Venezuela for the
past two summers
on mission trips.
For fun, he enjoys
golf and playing
softball (fast and
slow pitch). His
motto is “Enjoy
what you are do-

ing.”
Travis is currently sin-
gle and lives in Los

Angeles. His birth date

mands
www.cbs.com/primetime/
greatest_american_dog
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